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tlons with Walter Cronkite of CBS, former
“President Lyndon B. Johnson has already
‘glven a thickly-varnished account of the

.'Zcontroversies that destroyed his adminis-

JAration—notably over Victnam. He argued,

“for instance, that his decision to halt the
+ bombing of North

Vietnamm was nof a

~ response to fresh influences in the admin-
" istration, but the result of a policy calmly
.. worked out at the suggestion of Secrelary

- of State Dean Rusk,

- ter, Clark Clifford or any othm c;uc*h fac-

then identified in the
public mind as a stolid hawk, and having
little or nothing to do with the Tet disas-
" tor.

disintorest and perspective on such issues;

- when they finully do, they may not agree.

- former

But like the televised apologias, the
President's forthcoming memoirs

. tell us a good bit about the character of

i

i

- Lyndon Johnson. They confirm an inabili-
-ty to sce or admit an error of Judgment
~ that approaches a sense of infallibility.
When errors were made, and he ac-
~ knowledges. few of consequence, they
- were not, he tells us, made by himself. 1t
‘was President Kennedy's connivance in
‘the overthrow of Diem, not his own deci-
sion to send ground troops in 1965, two
years later, that plunged the nation S0
deenly in the Indochina bog. IL was not his
“own record of reb uffing peace overtures,

but the campaign tactics of Hubert Hum-I

phrey or Richard Nixon, that postponed
agreement {0 negatiate in 1968. It was not
the Tet offenswe itself, but the plesss
disloyal lntorpletatlon of it (which inci-
.* dentally was shared, to LBJ’s anger, by the
' Central Imclhoepcp Agceney). that. stimu-
Tated a great ch"m% in “public will” to

prosecute the war. And so on and on.
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 Even where President Johnson claims an
undisputed foreign-policy success, as in
“the Dominican lxepubhc he is careful to
say that whatever may ‘have been ques-
tionable about direct American interven-

" tion had been put on the drawmv boalds

by President Kennedy.
Although President Johnson man'lﬂed to
create an unparalleled public iigaression

of duplicity, duplicity seems not quite the
right word for his retrospective manipula-

tion of the record. Rather, what we have
here is a thirst for vindication so mon-

it e Bl

strous that no account is taken of the |
failure of the American people to share his

exalted estimate of his own judgiment.
That is merely a minor tragedy for him,

so far as the memoirs are concerned.yFor !

sorely dividing and demoralizing the coun-
try, and amounting to a folly from which
the nation may be generations recovering.

Lyndon Johnson's .problem was,

colossal vanity, the kind of vanity that

as .
many had reason to suspect at the time, a -

" the nation itsell, it was a major tragedy, :

discounts criticismm or assigns to it base

motives, the kind of vanity that finds
reason for failure only in the actions of
others and never’'in’ - itself, ‘Such vanity
may be acceptable in an absolute monarch
who believes that he rules by divine ap-
pointment. In a President ruling only by

and with the consent of the ruled, it is a |

disastrous flaw and it is little wonder that
the Johnson presidency collapsed in a to-

tal shambles.

.“I have not written thesc chflptexs toT;
say, ‘This is how it was,’ but to say, ‘This"™
is how I saw it from my vantage point,”” "’

says Mr. Johnson in his preface. Amen to
that, and- may the republic be delivered

from further experience of Texas-sized :

egos.
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